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p. 87-90. The Pope's absolution from the oath of allegiance only breeds a 
scruple about his power ; for it is known that he cannot dispense with the 
Divine law. God commands obedience to the Pope in spiritual matters, to 
the king in temporal affairs. This obedience will still be paid in spite of the 
denunciations of the Bull, which are fearful enough ; but the fear of an unjust 
excommunication will never force people to do that which they know to be 
against the law of God. Sanders (whom Camden follows, p. 1 86) and 
Barclay are sufficient witnesses of the reasons which induced the Catholics 
of England to treat the Bull as a dead letter. That Campion shared the 
common opinions of his brethren I have, I think, made evident. Like them, 

he at least hesitated about the Bull ; he doubted whether it justified Catholics in throwing off 
their allegiance; it put him into the same sceptical attitude which precluded any kind of decisive 
political partisanship.  
 
Its effect on Elizabeth and her government was, on the other hand, most decisive. That 
persecution which drove Campion first from Ireland and then from England was the immediate 
result ; and within two years it had produced a crop of penal laws, the first instalment of that 
sanguinary code which in process of time nearly effaced the Catholic Church from this island. 
No wonder that Campion, when asked his opinion about the Bull, declared that it procured 
much severity in England, and the heavy hand of her majesty against the Catholics. But no 
representation that Campion could make was likely to procure the reversal of a policy that was 
carried out in spite of the most earnest remonstrances of the emperors and kings on whom the 
Popes chiefly depended.  
 
I do not know whether Campion went so far as to think, with most thinking persons of the 
period, that Paul III. and St. Pius V. sacrificed the Church of this country to their desire of 
maintaining in their integrity all the temporal prerogatives exercised or claimed by their 
predecessors, and that if they had frankly relinquished that temporal suzerainty which was the 
chief ground of the hesitations of their adherents, they would have given confidence to their 
friends, and disarmed their merely political foes. As affairs were managed, they rendered simply 
impossible the coexistence of the government of Henry VIII. and Elizabeth with the 
obedience of their subjects to the supreme authority of the Pope ; and those princes had no 
choice but either to abdicate, with the hope of receiving back their crowns, like King John, from 
the papal legate, or to hold their own in spite of the Popes, and in direct and avowed hostility 
to them. […] 
 
In endeavouring to preserve a temporal prerogative that had always been disputed, and had 
more often failed than succeeded in practice, while in theory it was open to grave objections, 
those Popes lost England to the faith. 
__________________________ 
 
Ibid., p. 140-146 
It would have been too much to expect that the English Jesuits should have no political opinion 
at all, or that what they had should be favourable to Queen Elizabeth. But short of proscribing 
all political action whatever, the instructions given to the first Jesuits certainly shut up such 
action within the narrowest possible limits; they were to do nothing, and only to speak out their 
opinions in the most select company. The only political action that was to be allowed them was 
one for which the government of Elizabeth ought to have been thankful to them. They were "to 
ask the Pope for an explanation of the declaration of Pius V. against Elizabeth, which 



the Catholics desired to have thus explained: That it should always bind her and the heretics ; 
but that it should in no way bind the Catholics, while things remain as they are; but only then 
when public execution of the said bull shall be possible." My readers will remember that St. 
Pius V. excommunicated not only Elizabeth and her abettors, but also all who obeyed her and 
her laws. So that the unfortunate Catholics were placed between two fires, hanged if they did 
not obey, cursed if they did. Campion, on his first arrival at Rome, had been consulted about the 
practical effect of this Bull, and had declared that it procured great evils to the Catholics ; 
Cardinal Gesualdi had told him that it might without doubt be so mitigated as to allow the 
Catholics to acknowledge the queen without censure ; and now, before going to England he 
asked for and obtained only this mitigation, not probably because it was all he thought useful, 
but because it was all he could hope to get. The proviso, "rebus sic stantibus," "whilst things 
remain as they are," was, I suppose, inserted by some one who knew what hopes the Roman 
court just then entertained of the subversion of the government of Elizabeth, and the substitution 
of a Catholic sovereign on the throne of England.  
 
Indulgences and faculties, were granted by the Pope to Father Parsons and Father Campion, the 
two Jesuits first sent on the mission, April 14, 1580; and by a brief dated two days later they 
were enabled to communicate all their privileges to the secular priests employed on the 
missions of England, Ireland, and Scotland. […] All ranks in the Church — priests, both secular 
and regular, and laymen — had their share in this great spiritual enterprise.  
 
It would have been well for English Catholicism if there had not been another enterprise in 
hand, of a very different character, but aiming at the same object, — the reduction of the British 
islands to the obedience of the Pope. Unfortunately there is a perfectly overwhelming mass of 
evidence to show that the proviso "rebus sic stantibus" in the mitigation of the Bull was 
introduced with an intention too plain to be misconstrued.  
 
I have already quoted a letter from Dr. Sanders to Dr. Allen, in which he tells of the Pope being 
ready to give 2000 men for an expedition into Ireland. While Allen was at Rome, the Roman 
government organised this force, and the expedition must have sailed soon after the 
missionaries started from Rome, since it reached Ireland about the same time that Parsons and 
Campion were entering England. […] 
 
The policy of combining these two expeditions is hard either to be justified or to be understood. 
[…] 
 
It is not difficult to understand into what a false position the Jesuits and the other missionaries 
were thrown by the Irish expedition, and how entirely they were compromised ; imposed upon 
themselves, it was their mission to impose upon others likewise, and to make believe that the 
Bull was so modified as to render the relations between Pope and Queen compatible with the 
continual allegiance of Catholics. Yet, after all, the famous mitigation amounted in reality to 
no more than an ill-conceived attempt to pretend to be at peace with the queen in England, while 
open war was being made upon her in Ireland. And yet there can be no doubt that this double 
dealing was a strictly logical result of the attempt to guarantee the Pope's spiritual 
power through his temporal power, or that the persevering attempt to preserve the temporal 
rights over Ireland which the Popes held in trust, most materially interfered with the 
independence of their spiritual power in England, and disappointed the well-founded hopes of 
reducing our country to the faith. 
  


